SPACE Howve

From the Ground Up

WHEN LONGTIME LOCALS SET OUT TO BUILD A SAGAPONACK SUMMER HOME FROM SCRAICH,
THEY TAPPED HEAVY HITTERS MICHELLE GERSON AND JOE FARRELL TO BRING THEIR VISION TO UFE.
TOGETHER, THE PAIR BRILLIANTLY BLENDED LAVISH DESIGN DETAILS WITH MASTERFULLY EXECUTED
ARCHITECTURE TO BUILD A WARM, INVITING SPACE IDEAL FOR ENTERTAINING. BY ELISABETH BRIGHAM
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the scene for this
family of three's
Hamptons hideaway.
After residing as
longtime locals since
the "90s, leading real
estate dev (‘]l‘},‘l:!t'li‘.
executive Aliaa
Goldstein and

her husband

were itching for
something new: Cue
their freshly built,
eight-bedroom,
10-bath abode on
the cusp of the East
End’s shoreline

But before we dive
into the nicely built
nooks and oh, so
charming crannies of

o
the family’s second
home, let’s go back
to the beginning,
when they called
upon powerhouse
developer Joe Farrell
and renowned
mnteron dwr.;mx
Michelle Gerson
to iLl, tackle the
project. “We were
always planning to
work with Farrell,
shares Goldstein

but after seeing
another project
Gerson ~~}\'.\.’|1Iuh’4'(‘.,
we \i!'« ch'(‘; It '.\\"\l:(i
be best to collaborate
with them both.” She
continues, “When |
went to call Gerson, |
realized her number
was already in my
phone from many
vears ago when | was
a film executive, and
she was a clothing
designer It turns
out we were friends
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The Priority
%
Surrounded by enviable
landscape and architectural
design, the home marries the
family’s midcentury modern
aesthetic with Sagaponack’s
rich farmland heritage. A
top priority: curating an
inviting space that lends
itself to entertaining. Gerson
explains, “We wanted to
maintain a clean but warm
and livable aesthetic with a
touch of edge. All three of
us (myself, Goldstein and
Farrell) truly saw eye to
eye with one another and
collaborated on the house in
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a very symbiotic fashion.”
From the exterior’s unique
wood-meets-concrete finish
to the kitchen's Calacatta
Macchia Vecchia slab marble,
a calming, natural palette
runs throughout the house—
thanks to a harmonious
blend of finishes, textures,
woods and marbles. With
ample room for gathering,
the retreat effortlessly flows
from one room to the next,
beckoning guests to lounge
about the pristine finishes
and custom furnishings that
tie each space together.

.
The Pieces
“To give the home a unique,
luxunous look and feel, we
centered our design around
a few standout, collectible
pieces mixed with custom
items that we dreamed up
with our clients,” explains
Gerson. With an emphasis
on entertaining, the home
is adomed in masterfully
executed conversation spots fit
for the whole family. Take, for
example, the de Sede serpentine
sofa by Minotti DDC—an iconic
piece from the "70s that's better
described as a work of art than
a piece of furniture—sitting in
the great room. “We planned
for the home’s great room to be
flanked by a modern DaVinci
fireplace on one side and
slab marble bar with floating
glass shelves on the other. The
space in between needed to
be filled sensibly to create two
distinct seating areas, and

we decided that designing
the sofa in the shape of an
‘S" would be an iconic way
to connect both spaces while
still distinguishing them as
separate areas.”
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Details
When asked about her
favorite moment in
the house, Gerson's
answer is quick: “I
love the family room,”
she gushes. “The room
has extremely high
ceilings, and since we
wanted this particular
space to feel cozy, we
had to get creative
with how to bring the
ceiling down a bit. We
covered the walls and
ceiling in a charcoal-
colored Venetian
plaster, creating
a cavelike effect.
Then, we added an
incredible light fixture
from Bright Bound,
cozy chairsand a
shearling rug to accent
the space. The whole
room feels like a warm
blanket!”
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The
Process

When talking about standout
spaces, the primary bathroom
raises the bar—picture an
all-marble room finished
with gold accents, custom
light fixtures and an ultraluxe
free-standing tub. “The main artwork by Alex Katz, we feel

bad\.rwm'mmm;alcml_v Ry O “TO GIVE THE HOME A UN'QUE,

covered in marble slabs,” she

says. “When creating a marble LUXURIOUSTOOK'ANDFEEL, WE

room such as this one, we'll

o b g CENTERED OUR DESIGN AROUND A
tha 1ol o oo FEW STANDOUT, COLLECTIBLE PIECES
e ey MIXED WITH CUSTOM ITEMS THAT WE

g thi right” Shecontim DREAMED UP WITH OUR CLIENTS”

get this right.” She continues,
~ MICHELLE GERSON

“I can see where this could be
considered a challenge, but
for us, it’s fun. It's like putting
together a giant puzzle to
ensure that the individual
slabs flow into each other in

an organic, natural way.”

The
Outcome

With endless creativity

and some breakthrough
solutions for each room,

the trio built the ultimate
Hamptons home from the
ground up. Inside—framing
the lavish design details
and thoughtfully curated
layouts—vast windows
illuminate each space,
welcoming in the outdoors.
And when we say outdoors,
we really mean picturesque
views of the estate’s
backyard amenities—
imagine a pool and spa,
secluded tennis court,
outdoor kitchen, covered
seating area and much,
much more. Traces of the
family, alongside Goldstein’s
and Farrell's signature styles,
add layers of personality to
the home, creating nothing
short of a stunning new
space that stays true to its
Sagaponack roots.m
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DESIGN
DETAILS

LOCATION

Sogaponack

INTERIOR DESIGN
Michele Gerson Interiors
michellegerson.com

BUILDER
The Farell Companies
the farrelicompanies.com

ARCHITECT

Will Minnear Architect P.C.
minneararchitects.com

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
The Farrell Companies and
Charlle & Sons Londscapes
thefarrelicompanies.com;

charlesons.com

RESOURCES

Benjamin Moore
Paint throughout,
benjominmoore.com

Legno Bastone
Flooring throughout,
legnobastone.com

Phillip Jeffries
Wallpaper thioughout,
philipjeftries.com

Hamilton Sinkler
Custom haroware and

hinges, goors throughout,
hamiltonsinkler.com

Ciuffo Cabinetry
Custom cabinetry, kfchen;
custom desk and cabinetry,

home office,
ciuffocabinefry.com

Lee Broom
Light fixtures, powder
room; light fixtures, primary
bathroom, leebroom.com

Minotti DDC
De Sede sofq, living room,
minotti.com

Fantini Rubinetti
Faucet, powder room;
faucet, basement powder
room, fantni.it

Dormbracht
Plumbing hardware,
primary bothroom,
dgornbracht.com




